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by numerous partisans and soon found himself once
more at the head of a formidable force.

It was clear that without the help of Spain  the
Huguenots could not be crushed; but Philip 11. was
fully occupied by a war with the Turks and with the
revolted Moors. He moreover expected as the price of
his assistance that the interests and policy of France,
if not her independence, should be subordinated to
Spanish ambition.    If war and persecution implied
submission to Spain all Frenchmen, whose love of
their country was not extinguished by   fanaticism,
were necessarily disposed to peace and  toleration,
Catherine dc' Medici, who cared little for the sup-
pression of heresy, thought that  too high a price
might easily be paid for an object itself of doubtful
advantage.    It was true that her favourite Anjou
was for the moment the Catholic hero,  his fresh
laurels overshadowed the old glories of the House of
Guise, yet at some future time Coligny and his fol-
lowers, who seemed less formidable since their defeat
and the  death   of Condi,  might   be  needed   as a
counterpoise to the faction of Lorraine.

The unsuccessful siege of St. Jean d'Angcly had
disgusted the King with a war which exhausted his
resources, interfered with his amusements and min-
istered only to the aggrandisement of a brother
whom he detested. The country generally was
weary of a painful and indecisive struggle. The
Protestants were anxious to return to their homes
and were exhausted by the sacrifices required to
maintain so unequal a contest. To none was the
civil war more hateful than to the Admiral himself.